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INDATA Statewide Assistive Technology Conference
Presentation Schedule

Day 1 - July 29, 2010

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 201

“Twitter and Web Accessibility”
Presented by Dennis Lembree, WebOverhauls.com
Category: Vision
This session explores the accessibility issues of the Twitter.com web site and provides several accessible Twitter applications as possible solutions. A web-based solution is examined in detail. Topics include keyboard accessibility, use of headings, and JavaScript requirements. Problems and solutions relating to a variety of assistive technology such as screen readers are examined. Guidelines to write accessible Twitter status messages are provided. General benefits of web accessibility techniques and implementation of web standards are also discussed.

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 202

“Technology to Access Library Content for the Blind and Visually Impaired” 

Presented by Jeremy Curry, Director of Training at GW Micro

Categories: Vision, Library
Come and learn about the latest adaptive technology that allows blind and visually impaired people to access electronic content in public libraries.  See the latest screen reading technology, Window-Eyes, that allows access to download books from the Internet.  Also, learn about the BookSense, the latest book player technology that allows a blind or visually-impaired person to read library books while on the go.  You will learn how these players allow access to content from such places as the National Library Service (NLS), Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, and more.  See how books, textbooks, magazines, and newspapers are now completely accessible using the latest technology.

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 203

“Understanding Article 7: Indiana’s Special Education Process” Presented by Cathy Boswell, Regional Program Specialist at IN*SOURCE

Categories: Education, Policy and Funding
Understanding Article 7 is a training course that is designed to help parents understand basic information about Article 7 (Indiana's Special Education Law) and how to apply it to their situation. Information covered includes the referral and evaluation process, the individualized education program, procedural safeguards for parents and skills for effective communication.

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 204

“There's a GPS System for Everyone with a Visual Impairment” 

Presented by Mark Carson, Humanware Midwest Sales Representative

Category: Vision
Humanware has three GPS Systems for people who are visually impaired. All three systems are very different.  The first, based on the BrailleNote, is produced by the Sendero Group.  It is a very full featured GPS System.  It is very powerful and requires a BrailleNote, VoiceNote, or BrailleNote PK to operate.  The second system, the Trekker, is also a full-featured GPS System.  The third system is called the Trekker Breeze.  It is new and designed specifically for people who are not so comfortable with technology.  People who are visually impaired and interested in GPS should attend this lecture to determine which GPS System will best match their skills.

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Room 201

“Accessibility on Apple Computers”
Presented by Joseph Lee, Representative from Apple

Categories: Vision, Mobility

This presentation is geared toward those who use Apple computers at home or in the workplace.  Topics covered include Apple’s built-in screen-reading program, Mac Speech, Mac Dictate, and other tools offered by Apple. 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Room 202

“How Technology Can Help Seniors Safely Remain in Their Own Home”

Presented by Stephen Sutter, President of CreateAbility Concepts, Inc.

Categories: Aging, Independent Living
Older adults prefer to stay in their own home, and human intervention is still the dominant model to help seniors age-in-place, especially those with the onset of neurological disorders such as Alzheimer’s or dementia (the prevalence of which is increasing).  However, human intervention is costly in terms of time, money and caregiver fatigue, and loss of independence on the part of the individual. Older adults and their caregivers are increasingly relying on the use of assistive technology to complete typical activities of daily living (ADLs) in aging-in-place, as a mechanism for maintaining functional independence, and reducing medical expenditures. This presentation will describe the needs of seniors and detail the areas where technology can fill critical gaps in the aging-in-place scenario in performing typical ADLs.  You will learn the current strategies and tactics and emerging products and services, and the relative benefits of each.  Demonstrations of this technology, and books and links will be suggested to help you keep abreast of the latest research in this area.
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Room 203

“Computer Access and Learning for Occupational Therapy, Visual Impairment, and Autism with the Satalight” 

Presented by Mike Palecek, Regional Sales Manager, Assistive Technology Group at InfoCor
Categories: Education
This presentation shows a fully contained interactive learning station accessible to people with significant physical and/or learning disabilities, including those in wheelchairs.  We will show its ease of use with simple maneuvers and adjustments, allowing accessibility to the physically-challenged students while conforming to a student’s reach.  We will demonstrate the large interface of the 48-inch touch screen and its ease of use with any software in the market today, as well as how it is being used in special needs classrooms with web sites and other educational software that are used daily in the classroom with the Satalight™.

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Room 204

“Planning For Your Dependent with Special Needs - Making Their Future More Secure” 

Presented by Gordon F. Homes Jr., CLU, ChFC, CFP®

Category: Policy and Funding
As the future direction of Medicaid and SSI becomes difficult to predict and benefits often prove inadequate, it has become critically important for parents to plan for the future of their child or dependent with special needs.  How will their needs be met when I am gone?  This Workshop covers Legal Issues, including Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts, and Guardianship.  Financial Issues, such as Special Needs Trust Funding, Medicaid and SSI.  Family Issues, including Letter of Intent and Family involvement in the process. 

2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Room 201

“Using the Intel Reader – Point…Shoot…Listen” 
Presented by Cleon Wellington, Consumer Segment Manager, Intel and Jon Omer, Business Development Manager, Intel
Categories: Vision, Cognition, Library
Accessing text can be difficult for people with reading-based learning disabilities or blindness or low vision.  This hands-on workshop will focus on how to use the new Intel® Reader, a mobile assistive technology device that provides people with access to printed materials in the classroom, at home, or almost anywhere.  Cleon Wellington, Consumer Segment Manager for Intel’s Digital Health Group, will teach attendees how to Point…Shoot… Listen with the Intel Reader.   He will also discuss how files created by the Intel Reader can be used with other assistive technology software and devices.

2:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. (2 hour session)

Room 202

 “Assistive Technology for VR Counselors”

Presented by Brian Norton, Manager of Clinical Assistive Technology at Easter Seals Crossroads, and Mark Stewart, Assistive Technology Specialist at Easter Seals Crossroads

Categories: Workplace, Education
Vocational Rehabilitation Services has a long history of utilizing AT equipment and services to assist consumers in becoming more successful on the job.  This presentation will discuss a number of factors (i.e. rationale for inclusion of AT, the assessment process, other funding sources) that counselors should consider when including AT equipment and services in the vocational rehabilitation process.

2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Room 203

“Electronic Aids to Daily Living” 

Presented by Scott Drahos, President at SAJE Technology

Categories: Mobility, Aging, Independent Living
Electronic aids to daily living are integral to promoting independence and safety for the aging and mobility impaired.  This presentation will discuss how an Environmental Control Unit (ECU) can promote independence, how they interface with the surrounding devices and the investments involved in creating a truly effective ECU solution.  Discussion will include funding sources, meeting vocational goals, technical specifications and more!  The presenter will demonstrate devices and participants will have an opportunity for hands-on experience using both a voice-controlled and a switch-controlled ECU.

2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Room 204

Workshop with Keynote Speaker John Bramblitt

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Room 201

“Read and Write GOLD – Widening the Hallway to a WEB2.0 World” 

Presented by David Norris,  M. Ed., Texthelp Systems Inc. Consultant

Categories: Education, Cognition
We will demonstrate the latest version of Read&Write GOLD (RWG), award-winning literacy software that makes learning accessible for all students. We will walk through the familiar Tools of the original Read&Write GOLD toolbar and we will also take a look at our latest Read&Write GOLD “Version 9”.  Version 9 contains exciting new features and enhancements including natural-sounding male and female Texthelp Voices, Talking Flash eBooks, Screen Masking, Online Graphic Organizer, Online Translator, NIMAS Conversion Tool, and expanded licensing options. “LIVE” walk through of the new RWG V9 tools:  In the session we will demonstrate how the program was actually integrated into the classroom at Greencastle Middle school.  We will demonstrate in the actual student / user environment how the new tools added to RWG in V9 can enhance every classroom setting. (Talking Flash eBooks, Screen Masking, Online Graphic Organizer, Online Translator, NIMAS Conversion Tool) 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Room 203

“Assistive Technology, Equal Access for All: Speak Out, Negotiate, and Appeal”
Presented by Karen Pedevilla, Education and Training Director at Indiana Protection and Advocacy Services
Category: Policy and Funding
Individuals with disabilities are often wrongly denied needed assistive or information technology by school systems, public and private insurance sources, employers and others. There is a wide range of assistive technology (AT) services and devices to which an individual may be entitled. Understanding entitlements and laws will assist in successful advocacy efforts regarding an individual’s right to AT.  Successful advocating for equal access to assistive technology includes understanding what to do if negotiating with service providers for the provision of AT devices and services is not working. What if the answer is no! Now what? “The Disability Rights and the Appeals Process Guide” and resources will be provided.
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Room 204

“An Intervention Tool for PreK-5th students-Classroom Suite Software!” 
Presented by Toni Sayers, Sales Executive at Cambium Learning Technologies

Categories: Education, Cognition
Classroom Suite is a unique intervention tool that combines the power of direct instruction within a flexible tool environment to help students in grades Pre K through 5th grade can achieve mastery in early learning reading, writing and math. Classroom Suite provides students with explicit instruction, constructive practice and embedded assessments.

Student assessment data and portfolios gauge progress and individualize instruction for students. This research-based solution can be used out of box, customized to meet targeted needs; lessons can be sequenced into units and aligned with district or core curriculum. 

Day 2 – July 30, 2010
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 201

“Accessing Augmentative Communication from Head to Toe” Presented by Wendy Gahimer, M.A. CCC-SLP, Augmentative Communication Specialist at Easter Seals Crossroads & Alison Kistner, OTR at Easter Seals Crossroads
Category: Augmentative and Alternative Communication
When most people think of augmentative communication they think of a person pushing a button with their finger.  However, this is only one way to access augmentative communication.  With advances in technology and an appropriate evaluation, almost anyone can use some form of augmentative communication. The presentation will discuss the different ways to access augmentative communication.  This will include the different access methods directly, positioning, support and visual motor skills.  

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 202

“Navigating the Road to Adaptive Driver Evaluation and Training Services” 

Presented by Suzanne Hardesty Pritchard, MS, OTR, CDRS at Easter Seals Crossroads

Categories: Vision, Mobility, Aging, Independent Living, Autism

In this day and age, driving is such a large part of continuing or developing independence. This session aims to educate conference participants on the process of driver evaluation and training. Learn what services, equipment, and interventions are available, the procedures and policies that exist, and how programs offering these services may vary. Discussion and video will be utilized to help guide the potential consumer in getting the process started and in the right direction.
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 203

“Guerilla Job Accommodations”

Presented by Brian Norton, Manager of Clinical Assistive Technology and Easter Seals Crossroads, and Mark Stewart, Assistive Technology Specialist at Easter Seals Crossroads

Category: Workplace
Often when considering assistive technology, people generally think of high-tech, high-cost accommodations like screen readers and voice-input technology, but many accommodations can be low-tech, low-cost solutions.  In this session, several case scenarios will be discussed and the participants will work together to identify low-tech, low-cost solutions. 

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Room 204

 “Web Based Teaching Tools”

Presented by William Powell, AT Manager, BOSMA Enterprises, BOSMA Rehabilitation Center

Categories: Education, Vision, Workplace

Students in this session will learn to utilize free internet sites for the creation of online materials and quizzes for their students.  Included in this session will be instruction on how to set up a CRM for students where information and files can be readily accessed by each person.  Utilization of video, audio and tactile media will be incorporated as it relates to the online documents and presentations created by the teacher.  Dynamic IP addresses will be covered from the aspect of developing an online CRM.
9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

Room 201

“Electronic Reading Studies” 
Presented by Richard Bellaver, Professor at Ball State University
Categories: Education, Cognition
This program traces Professor Bellaver’s ten years of research into electronic reading. Early work attempted to establish the platform for “learning capabilities” of using hand- held devices at the graduate college level.  Other studies looked at acceptability, durability, and serviceability of eBooks in elementary schools and a day care center.  Later experience included the uses of internal dictionaries by grade school students.  Recent studies involved usage of new devices in the assistive technology area.  Results of activities with sight- impaired college students, dyslexic high school students, and college students in an English-as-a-Second-Language class will be discussed.  Richard has authored four publications on the subject of electronic reading and has received three grants to advance his activities to eliminate backpacks in the grade schools.  He also serves on the standards work group of the International Digital Publishing Forum.

9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

Room 202

“Aids for Daily Living” 

Presented by Annjanette Hunt, OTR/L at Easter Seals Crossroads

Categories: Aging, Independent Living
This presentation addresses four diagnoses that can significantly impact an individual’s ability to complete basic daily activities and are commonly related to the aging process: joint replacement, CVA, arthritis, and low vision.  Common problems with each diagnosis is briefly explained (i.e. arthritis= pain, loss of range of motion, decreased strength) followed by an examples of adaptive equipment that can be utilized to compensate for these problems that affect the individual’s ability to complete basic daily activities.  For example, facet grips and lamp switch enlargers can allow someone with decreased grip strength due to arthritis to independently turn on the living room lamp or bathroom faucet.  Examples of some of the equipment mentioned will be present for physical exploration.

9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

Room 203

“Re-Design Your Home for Self-Reliant Living,” 

Presented by M. Ann Essex, Founder & CEO of Accessible Home Design, LLC

Categories: Aging, Independent Living
Many older adults wanting to Age-in-Place and people of all ages with disability or mobility impairments struggle with living in homes unwittingly designed to become prisons, thus undermining their ability to be self-reliant and “in control”.  Most existing and newly constructed homes are designed with inaccessible features that inevitably become barriers that prevent self-reliant living.  However, personalized, livable home designs can greatly improve their quality of life and ability to continue living at home in comfort and dignity.

Homes often feature entrances with multiple steps, stairs to a second floor, one full bathroom located on the second floor, a small bath on the first floor and very little acreage to increase the home’s square footage.  Re-designing is often the best way to create a comfortable, barrier-free home that enables self-reliant living.  Re-designing should accommodate specific functional challenges and fulfill personal goals.  Creating personalized, cost effective solutions usually results in a safer, livable home; an empowered family, adapted activity of daily living needs, value added home improvements and most importantly the right modifications that will actually be used.  The biggest advantages of re-designing for self-reliant living are an improved quality of life and more control over making decisions.  Home is no longer a prison.  Instead, freedom, independence and the ability to socialize with family, friends and community are maintained.

9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

Room 204

“iPhone and iPad Become Notetakers”
Presented by Bill Powell, AT Manager, BOSMA Enterprises, BOSMA Rehabilitation Center
Categories: Vision, Workplace, Education

Students will be exposed to both the iPhone and the iPad as potential notetakers, utilizing either the Zoom or the Voiceover aspects of these two devices.  Concepts such as connecting to either of these devices with a Bluetooth keyboard will be covered, along with resources for learning commands for the Apple OS and the keystrokes for Zoom and Voiceover.
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Room 201

Workshop with Keynote Speaker John Bramblitt
12:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. (2-hour session)

Room 202

“Picture Students Reading and Writing” 

Presented by Beth Waite, CCC/SLP-ATP, Assistive Technology Specialist

Category: Education
How can you read a book if you can’t physically hold it?  This session shows how to make accessible books in computer format for students with disabilities.  Literacy, functional life skills, articulation, social skills and computer activities are adapted for students with disabilities by using book-authoring software. Combine pictures, videos, recorded text or synthetic speech to create customized books for students of all ability types.  Children with severe disabilities can use a switch with scanning to independently select a book and turn the pages.   Commercial software (Boardmaker Plus, My Own Bookshelf, and PowerPoint) as well as free online options will be discussed. 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Room 203

“Magnifiers? My Computer Will Talk? Oh My!” 

Presented by Carol Girt, Equipment Loan Specialist at Easter Seals Crossroads

Categories: Vision, Mobility, Library
Magnifiers, screen readers, on screen keyboards, large icons… These enhancements and much more are in your computer when it comes from the store.  You can use the computer even if you have a minor visual impairment with no special software.  There are other features that can help someone who can’t reach two keys at the same time or help a person who is hard of hearing know that there are sounds on the computer.  You will see these features in the Windows XP, Vista, and Windows 7 Operating Systems.

12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Room 204

“Guide to Medicaid Waivers”
Category: Policy and Funding
A brief history and overview of The Arc of Indiana would be included as well as information about The Arc’s Master Trusts.  The bulk of the presentation would be to discuss in detail the various Medicaid Waiver Programs.  This discussion would include what services are provided under these programs, eligibility requirements, waiting list information, state agencies that oversee different waivers, priority criteria, and how to apply.  There will be a question and answer portion and persons interested in filling out applications will be given one-on-one assistance in doing so.  It is important for participants to know that Medicaid Waiver Programs give persons on the waiver access to Medicaid Health Insurance and services that may otherwise be denied, such as assistive technology.

1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.
Room 201

“Project SMART: Mathematics Accessibility with Assistive Technology” 

Presented by Steve Noble, Research Consultant at University of Louisville
Category: Education
Project SMART (Supported Math Accessibility Reading Tool) was a federally-funded scientifically-based research study conducted by researchers at the University of Kentucky and University of Louisville, which examined the feasibility and usability of a combination of technologies to provide students with disabilities effective access to higher grade math content. In particular, this project attempted to measure the positive student outcomes associated with providing accessible math content in the classroom by using digital textbooks created according to the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) combined with the DAISY MathML modular extension. The results of this study revealed that providing mathematics instructional content in this format not only made the content accessible but may also positively impact student performance. This presentation will describe the technologies used, the results obtained, and provide resource information for teachers and others to create their own accessible math materials.

1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Room 203

“Computer Access for People Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired,” 
Presented by Belva Smith, Training Coordinator at Easter Seals Crossroads

Category: Education, Workplace, Vision
As a participant in this session, you will learn about the options that a full-featured Screen Magnification program has to offer for people with visual impairments. In addition, you will learn how to adjust the features for different individuals needs.  You will learn how it is possible for a blind person to have complete access to a computer through Screen Reading software.  Attendees will learn basic skills for Microsoft Office and Internet access. 

1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Room 204

“Transitioning from High School to College: EAB Summer College Program”
Presented by Kristina Hughes, Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist for the Evansville Association for the Blind

Categories: Education, Vision
This presentation will outline the EAB’s six week summer college program.  The college program is designed to enrich the lives of students with a disability by giving them the opportunity to experience college life, while helping to ease the transition from high school to college living.    The students can earn up to 7 credits from the University of Evansville.  During the six weeks, the students will take a study skills class and choose two classes that are offered during the Summer Session II at the University of Evansville.  The students work with EAB staff in the following areas: time management, orientation and mobility skills (travel skills), adaptive technology, academic studies, money management, advocacy skills, and self-help skills.  The students stay in the dorms and are self reliant for their needs.  This program also offers students the opportunity to explore some career choices.  The students can interview or follow a person who works in a field of interest.  Students also get many opportunities to socialize with their peers in the program through activities that are planned by EAB staff.  If a students plans to attend college at a university other than U of E, EAB staff helps students keep in contact with that college.  The goal of this program is to help students prepare for a successful experience in college.

