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Simple Toy Adaptations 
Stabilize:  Steady play materials by attaching them to a surface
•   Use a C-clamp to attach a puzzle or playhouse to a table or wheelchair tray
•   Screw suction cups onto the bottom of toys
•   Place self-adhesive Velcro on each square of a board game and on the bottom of the play pieces
•   Use anti-skid rug material, Rubbermaid shelf liner, or Dycem under the toy to prevent sliding
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Toys that have suction cup bottoms
· Toys that snap or stick together (Lego blocks, Bristle Blocks, Magnet Blocks)
· Toys that have a wide, short base
Enlarge: Make items bigger so they are easier to see and grasp
•   Screw dowel rods onto puzzle pieces for a larger handle
•   Use fish tank plastic tubing instead of shoelaces for lacing
•   Make color copy enlargements of lotto games or memory game pieces
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Large knobs on puzzles and craft items
· Large on/off switches

Make More Familiar/Concrete: Reduce abstract components 
•   Select toys that the child already knows and understands
•   Demonstrate the toy so the child understands how it works and what is expected
•   Use words to describe the toy and the action
•   Add cues (physical prompts, hand over hand assistance, verbal help) that show how the toy works
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Common objects, such as a school bus, kitchen set, tool box, baby and cradle
· Puppets that are real people  
Remove Unnecessary Features: Consider the goal 

•   For shape recognition activities, have objects that are all the same color
•   Introduce only one concept at a time (e.g. colors, numbers, shapes)
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Toys with only one activity.

· Toys that do not overwhelm with too many steps to do or buttons to press.

Remove Distractions: Simplify backgrounds
•   Place a light-colored toy on a dark cloth or towel and a dark-colored toy on a light cloth or towel to highlight the toy and assist the child in focusing.

•   Paint a puzzle board a solid color to highlight the individual puzzle pieces.
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Simple toys with simple pictures.

· Puzzles without busy backgrounds.

Add or Enhance Cues: Increase the amount of things to see and feel
•   Use bright contrasting colors
•   Glue textured fabrics to puzzle pieces
•   Add bells or music-playing disks to toys
Things to look for in store bought toys:

· Toys that have lights and music and texture
· Puzzles or blocks with textures
· Toys that rattle, buzz or ring
Improve Safety or Durability: Protect the child and the toy
•   Laminate any paper items (game cards, lotto pieces, books)
•   Replace nails with screws
•   Pad corners
•   Make pull cords less than 10 inches long
Things to look for in store bought toys
· Thick board books
· Games with plastic playing pieces rather than cardboard
· Toys that can be mouthed or chewed
Sustained Action: Toys that continue to play or move after activation
•   Use switches for battery-operated toys that allow a child to press it once to turn it on and then press a second time to turn it off.

Things to look for in store bought toys

· Toys that have continued movement.

· Keyboards that have one button to press to hear an entire song.


· Levers or pull cords that activates movement, music or talking toys.
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